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Professional Profile 

Small animal veterinarian with nearly 40 years of clinical experience and a special interest in 

reproduction, neonatology, and ethical breeding. Co-founder of a long-established 

veterinary practice in Flanders. Recognised for professional leadership, commitment to high 

veterinary standards, and long-term involvement in the development of healthy, 

behaviourally sound assistance dogs. Combines clinical expertise with strong engagement 

in education, collaboration, and veterinary ethics. 

 

Professional Experience & Leadership 

• Co-founder, Small Animal Veterinary Practice — Flanders, Belgium (≈1986–

present) 

• President, Flemish Small Animal Veterinary Association (SAVAB-Flanders) — 

2013–2021 

• Long-standing Board Member, Flemish Small Animal Veterinary Association 

• Board Member, EVSSAR (European Veterinary Society for Small Animal 

Reproduction) — since July 2025 

• Council Member, Order of Veterinary Surgeons — since September 2025 

• Former Council Member, Order of Veterinary Surgeons — 2008–2013 

• Board Member, AMCRA (Antimicrobial Consumption and Resistance in Animals) 

— until 2024 

 

Assistance Dog Breeding & Collaboration 

Active in the international guide and assistance dog field since the early 1990s. 

• Member and former Chair of the IGDF (International Guide Dog Federation) & 

ADI (Assistance Dogs International) Dog Welfare & Ethics Advisory Panel 

• Founding Board Member & Vice President (2018–2025), Purpose Dogs 

Assistance dog breeding initiative in collaboration with Ghent University 

(Departments of Reproduction, Animal Genetics, Diagnostic Imaging) 

• Board Member Belgian Centre for Guide Dogs (1990-2017) 

 

mailto:drsbob@yahoo.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bob-proesmans-6324914/


Education & Postgraduate Training 

• Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM) — Ghent University, 1986 

• Postgraduate Degree in Small Animal Medicine (Vakdierenarts Kleine 

Huisdieren) 

Ghent University, 1999–2002 (VetCEE approved) 

• EVSSAR Course 1 — Wroclaw, 2019 

• EVSSAR Course 2 — Hannover, 2022 

 

Professional Memberships 

• Founding Member, Flemish Veterinary Working Group on Ethology (VDWE) 

• Member, European Society of Veterinary Clinical Ethology (ESVCE) 

• Active participant in symposia and congresses across Europe 

 

Selected EVSSAR Congress Participation 

Liège, B (2002) · Barcelona, ES (2004) · Louvain-la-Neuve, B (2010) · Paris, F (2016) · 

Venice, I (2018) · Berlin, D (2019) · Virtual (2021) · Nantes, F (2023) · Barcelona, ES (2024) 

– Porto, P (2025) 

 


